
Janice Littlebear (Grades K–12 Session), Senior Associate for the 6+1 Trait Model of 

Assessment & Instruction in the Center for Research, Evaluation, and Assessment at 

Education Northwest, provides training in the 6+1 Trait Writing Model of Assessment & 

Instruction. Jan involves everyone in gaining the content through humor, interactive 

strategies, and hands-on activities. She also assists with research in the teaching and 

assessment of writing. Jan relies upon research-supported best practices, and builds on 18 

years of teaching elementary and secondary students using the 6+1 Trait model, tutoring 

students, and mentoring teachers. Jan has a Masters Degree in education with a focus on 

language and literacy, as well as a National Board Certification in Early Adolescence English 

& Language Arts. 

 
OBJECTIVES FOR TRAIT WRITING 

ACROSS LANGUAGE AND CULTURE WORKSHOP: 

 

Participants of the introductory institute will: 

• Explore research and best practices  

o when working with Learners of a Second Language 

o to honor student background knowledge and culture 

• Get started with analytic writing assessment and instruction 

• Learn to formatively evaluate student writing across seven dimensions of 

performance: ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, 

conventions, + presentation  

• Explore a range of proven teaching strategies and classroom-tested resources 

• Use rubrics to plan detailed trait writing instruction for specific grade levels  

• Use rubrics to provide students with effective feedback 

• Align the writing process and trait instruction to build a seamless system 

• Map out a year of trait writing instruction and create lesson plans  

• Build a learning community that shares a common vocabulary and vision of 

quality writing performance as it serves Multi-language learners and diverse 

cultures 

 

ASSESSMENT & SCORING: 

 • Practice scoring student work samples using clearly defined and sometimes (K-2) 

illustrated rubrics for the K–12 grade levels. 

• Review, explore, and apply teacher/student-tested writing lessons for each trait 


